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At  school,  we  learned  that  there  wre  only  a  few  Av^rlc&n  "mdians  left, 
and  t1ie»*  haw  no  ho^e  for  the  ftitwrct  that  they  cannot  raintalu  their  ht-lixxge, 
^Ich  is  slirrin?  V-rm  th(^ir  hands  because  of  their  harsh  living  conditions. 

Ttew  BMch  truth  is  in  this  opinion  and  «hat  are  the  facts  today,  this  ws 
learned  at  the  Indian  aieeting  fror-  iihlch      son  Jacob  and  t  have  just  returned. 

This  asewnbly  was  the  first  in  ?08  years,  and  there  rmt  r-epresentati^s 
of  tribes  from  the  whole  of  North  Ajnerica,  fros!  ranada  to  l^exieo;  one  inan  even 
represented  a  T^ruvian  tribe.       ISJjralusing  Rocks,  the  breath. taking  landscape  in 
F^nnsylvania.caiTse  about  five  hundred  delegates,  includinrj  chiefs,  hifrh  priests 
and  rrlncesi  aiwn^  these  leadorsjstood  out  a  fine  old  lady,  ilbur.  Tti  orf3er 

to  see  ther«  and  to  en.loy  their  riancea  and  fraiBes,  a  ?0.000  "palefaces"  car«  In 
their  cars,  which    ^loeVed  the  neip^hterin^?  bi.^bways,  "he  ^>ta.ti^  r^lice  irxjVilized 
all  its  forces  +o  control  *hf  traffic  ,1an>s  that  occ^^red. 

And  so,  thp  Awprican  Tndiana  didn't  pa^;s  out  of  fxijjt/^nce  alioffether. 
fhe  very  fact  of  that  »'€H-tinr»  Toves  that  they  want        o  on  livin,'. 

Did  it  ever  hap- en  that  apeotle  coricitted  suicide  ?  Did  any  racial, 
national  or  social  ^^xxp  ever  do  that  ?  The  extrene  and  coaprehensiv©  assiollation 
confronted  the  Jewish  peofle  '^th  such  a  jucstlon  before  the  rise  of  the  Zionism, 
many  survivors  forced  so  w^m^  a  conclusion  also  from  the  Disast  r,  as,  e.g., 
all  the  baptized  Jews  who  af t<  rwarda  were  in  a  position  to  return  to  their  reorle 
and  failed  to  do  so* 

Tlie  Awrloan  Indiana  lived  for  mar^sr  nrneratl'^s  ^n  cor'^let*  despair, 
without  hoT^,  bet^-jpen  S'^rord  and  starvation,       -his  condition  it  scered  that  onlylf 
m  few  of  thew  will      a^le  to  ttseape  the  collective  fat*;,  m  i^any  American  towns  /ou 
can  find  sten  and  v^ren  st^iMn-ly  sir^jlar  to  Arror  Indians?  they  rei^ind  us  bartiased 
Jews  or  descrndents  of  our  mr-ranos,  for  only  racial  features  betray  their  origin. 


Frory^re  voti  also  find  people  of  ndxed  blood.  After  an  awful  series  of  ^rs, 
robberies  and  extenrination  of  iwhole  tribt^n  ani  ffiinirtlaation  of  others,  the 
atealirvfT  away  of    their  land  continued  to  lessen  the  number  of  the  I^ilans, 
Tn  addition  to  the  Piost  wdserable  conditions  of  life  as  a  n-sult  fro»  th©  loss  of 
their  lands,  ths  Tndian  morles  suffered  ter-'^bly  fror  the  dishonesty  of  the 
White  ISsm  who  violated  even  the  terms  of  treatises  t'nat  he  himself  had  forced 
on  the  v'flti^'s. 

*^ince  the  nrst  Aserlcsans  burSed  the  war  tonalmwk,  more  than  200  years  a??o, 
*h©5r  condition  ^^asn't  bettered  as  they  had  hoped. "meir  bitter  cortrlainls,  both 
old  and  recent,  >-cwind  i  s   of  Ja«ay  of  our  omi  w  csories,  of  old  scars  as  wll  as 
of  fresh  -Joisnds, 

half  Tfdn Jon  Indians  still  livin?:^  in  our  tii?!©  are  f?oing  to  wake  a 
historic  hiow  j  "0  apreal  to  the  conscience  of  AEjeriea  of  today,  or  to  that 
of  the  ^^r•li.  'ftiejr  bt>lieve  in  conscience,  because  they  have  no  other  way* 

%  V©  -etarians  can't  heir  seeing  everything  vrith  eyes  of  v<?;?/tarlan8, 
mie  wsariag  shoes  not  »ade  of  leath<-r,    ?e  tal'-'    in  the  spirit  of  sincere 
friendship  w5-th  wen  tsearin  '  s^ins  and  fiirs,  adorned  with  feathers  and  nails, 
;,e  mjst,  however,  distinguish  lietneen  nood  an<i  bad  anti  be  .just   even  when  it  is 
hard,   e  have  t4>  fif^ht  any  butchering  ,  h«ntinf?  or  fiahin?  as  a  fmrc  or  s-ort 
of  those  who  can  exist  witho\3t  it.  But  vvhat  cotild  do  these  orrressed  ones 
whose  lands  mr-e  so  ers  elly  taVm  amy,  if  their  huntinn  and.  fishin  m 
forbidden  by  any  nrineir le  ? 

Tn  the  restaurant  of  yalosing  m  had  dinner  with  one  of  the  few 
wealthy  ones  among  thew,  m  is  the  chief  of  the  Tuscaroras,  83,  called 
loud  Voice,  and  has  an  ^nrlish  name,  too.  In  his  face  are  rajesty  and 
spirituality.  Ifc  ordered  a  iK;at  dish,  we  ordered  salad.  '.Then  he  heard  that 
ie  are  venetar-ians,  he  eonrented:  "Itils  is  a  very,  ver>',  ver;  good  principle." 

mm  cot)ld  never  be  untrue  j  the  little  that  he  sais  expresses  his  or  inions  with 
ntaioat  honesty,  si:ch  a  ^tcartfelt  ai?reeBent  fron  a  Fan  who  sr^nt  neoe  sarilr  all 
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of  hl»  life  m  «  r.«t-eatln.  ^rld.  t<«.ehed  <«,v  t«art,^,  'M.  W 

r.«,onallt^  ha»  soc-n  «,st  eontl^nte  and  T«oples  .  atou*  he  absorl^K.  «ch 

of  th.lr  c..lt«„,e.       ^i^cate.  Ms  life      hi,  o»n  .«orl*.  Ms  .^*t.r.  too. 

a  collet  ^*«te  ar,<l  t.aoher  In       York  .Ute.an.,  hia  son.also  a  dented  leader 

of  MS  tri'«.  -^e  old  «m  is  a  lover  of  lar«,l.  and  in  tMs  ho  is  obviously 

also  r«jrectly  sincere. 

hat  «  talVed  *lth  these  thinking  Een.  touched,  of  course.  al«o  l-^minr 
.^eetions.       the  »ie^^  rights  «»««t.  All  the  Indians  sho«d  UBder=feod  ,y»pathjr. 
tat  didn't  arree  rtth  the  Ttegroerf  »etho>is.  "he  Indians  don-t  »«.t  to  attain  their 
rights  by  force.  ^  decld«l  to  achiev.  their  .1-      th.  «y  of  .nderstairflnR, 
honor  and  reace.  «11  of  the,,  insist   that  honesty  is  the  best  rollcy.  as  if  they 

«f  '"iiandi    '^^  is  1"  a  r£  atilt  of  the  terrible 
ad!oTt^cl  the  OTf-rerse  wovbI,  that  ol    -nanai*  i  .  «  . 

le.sRon  that  m-*.t<»Ty  >»as  ta^i^=-ht.  the©  dtarin*^        years  ? 

Ai?»nr  ^hc  lea  ?erf^  T  -e!«cTP>wr  with  respect  and  fympath^'/,  is 
U-htfoot  'living  Ka^^le  ^^ho  ?^ve  iis  a  ^Bt  cor^pet^nt  explanation  of  their 
real  faith,  '^^y  ^rsbi-  God  and  agree  t«  call  th«  Surrey  \^  this  na^e,  but 
they  prefer  their  omi  nai«e  ^  Great  Spirit.  >^atiu^  and  all  its  expresaiona 
anc^  all  that  U  adorable  in  it  BtmB  fror  this  highest  Principle.  It  also  gives  mn 
wi8do«  and  leada  him.  r^rrthing  belonga      the  Great  Spirit,  the  Tt^Hms  are  Its 
Tt^ople  anc?  It  vdU  liheirat^i  tha».  Ifieae  Bayinm  Bcmnd  fariliar  to        It  is  hard 
to  say  if  they  ar^  only  a  reconstruction  of  oririnally  ancient  Aiaerican  beliefs, 
or  a  devrlotrcnt  influenced  by  the  oldest  loonotheisTr.,  that  coiald  get  to  them 
directly  from  JtidalWR  or  throti^h  Christianity.  (T^t      mention  that  alao  th*> 
Hlndiiiaifi  tor^k  a  eirrilar  direction  in  our  tin©,)  -ihe  enthusiasm  of  I.i-htfcot 
is  conv^'ncin^  as  are  the  ex- re^^'^lona  of  an-zbody  who  is  full  of  his  fai^h. 

Another  -ndian  «hief  ^Brl-ht  Canoed  who  lives  In  a  mnall  to-n  of 
new  York  stjite.  wpport^d  aotlveV  the  =  nit^d  Jewish  Ar  ^^al  an  3  .wcceeded  with  the 
h^lr  of  nhri^tian  friends  ^n  collecting  200,000  %  Great  is  the  ro^r  of  friendship? 
sooner  or  later  it  is  bound  to  bear  fmits. 


'>ne  rror*^  d^twlopr^nt  i  -  fvid«nt,but,  it  earns  trardcally  late,  'ntll  now, 
American  Indians  hai  no  national  av«ireness,  Itoday  they  are  becilnning  to  abandon 
lhe|5ach-.Tribp~for-itself-.a!^ti tilde.  Corr<-latdons  between  the  shattered  reirains 
are  jwst  now  becominj^  firw. 

Finally,  let  me  note  sop^thinc!  tyf  jcal  of  our  tlice.At  a  rerforiBance  of 
traditional  dancer.,  the  ^  eaVer  told  about  one  of  the  dancers  who  looked  in  his 
tribal  drcsw  ader,tjately,  that  he  is  not  an  TisdJan.  one  of  the  trib©8  acoerted 
him  as  a  brother,  and  he   -0+  al.^o  an  Indian  nai?^,  t  had  no  chance  to  talk  to  hire, 
bwt  hear?    that  ihp>v^  -ere  others  like  him.  "his  also  n  rinds  of  a  remarkable 
trend  in  viyd^m  Jewish  hiator.*.  '^he  vom-r  hy  which  a  mfferinr'.  reo-le  attracts 'uU.Url^^ 
of  bi  '  and    roiid  ^iations,i7*i  ht  point  to  a  close  r^^vl.val,  to  a  better  Icpiorrow. 


^?ublished  in  "Tev&  uBriiith",  •Pel-ATiv,  Jtily-/u?t;Rt  I063, 
translated  into  T^nf^linh  by  Jacob  Schneid) 


